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The monograph is attractively printed. There is a profusion of case histories
and of well-annotated photographs and drawings. A glaring deficiency is the
absence of a bibliography. -MAX TAFFEL
PENICILLIN THERAPY. By John A. Kolmer. D. Appleton-Century
Co., New York, 1947, 2d Edition. 363 pp., $6.
Two years have elapsed since the publication of the first edition of Kolmer's
Penicillin Therapy (reviewed, THE JOURNAL, 1945, 18, 71). Since then, the
drug has become freely available, and an enormous mass of further data has
accumulated regarding its place in medicine, its value, and also its limitations.
Dr. Kolmer has most extensively revised, rewritten, and expanded his previous
wcrk, and the bibliography includes publications well into 1946. The importance
assumed by streptomycin has led to the inclusion of a chapter on this agent, and
other at the moment less important antibiotic agents also receive careful
scrutiny. To be sure, many questions left open in the first edition have now been
answered, but it is not surprising that new issues have been raised which only
further experience may clarify. -M. TAGER
MODERN DERMATOLOGY AND SYPHILOLOGY. By S. William
Becker and Maximilian E. Obermayer. J. B. Lippincott Co., Philadelphia,
1947, 983 pp., $18.
This book, 983 pages long, is in reality two books in one. It differs from most
text-books of Dermatology and Syphilology in that Syphilis is not included with
other skin diseases of infectious origin, but is treated in an entirely separate
section of 202 pages, with the first 781 pages devoted to all the other dermatoses.
Becker and Obermayer have retained the features which made the first edition
stand out from other text-books on Dermatology. Each disease is presented
"in the lecture style rather than in the encyclopedic style." By this means the
authors have better accomplished their purpose, which is teaching rather than
merely cataloging a great number of facts. Placed at the beginning of each
chapter is a section which the authors call "Orientation," designed to give
the reader some conception of the general nature of the conditions to be dis-
cussed. The bibliography could be improved and be made a more useful tool.
In a commendable effort to keep these sections of the book reasonably short and
up-to-date, Becker and Obermayer have in several instances listed only references
dealing with one special phase of a subject rather than more comprehensive
even though older articles. Perhaps a bit formidable in size and scope for the
undergraduate medical student, it would unquestionably serve as an excellent
text-book. For the graduate student of Dermatology, for the physician who
wants an easily readable yet complete reference book on diseases of the skin, or
even for the trained dermatologist, Becker and Obermayer's Modern Dermatology
and Syphilology can be highly recommended as an authoritative text and refer-
ence book. -M. STRAUSS